


















Area Studies Tsukuba 38：127-138, 2017
Abstract
　　‘Toka’ is a method originally used to show examples in the form ‘～toka～toka’ to connect 
nouns and predicates in parallel. However, ‘toka’ is used in a different way to express one element 
showing either ambiguity or emphasis. Previous research on the use of ‘toka’ in interpersonal 
communications consideration in the ambiguous way have been conducted but there have not been 
adequate research regarding its use as an emphasis method in interpersonal communications. This 
research, as a research in expressions of consideration aims to study how has the word ‘toka’ come to 
acquire this method of usage in interpersonal communications. 
　　We used corpora of materials we collected and extracted 8 examples on the usage of “toka” and 
its functions in interpersonal communications in regard to both the speaker and the listener. After 
classifying the usage of ‘toka’, we analyzed its functions in interpersonal communications based on 
the origins of the expression of consideration.
　　The result of the analysis has allowed us to understand the characteristics on how the 
mechanisms of ‘toka’ work in interpersonal communications. As for the ambiguity method, this 
method occurs in the volition of the listener and it is used as a word to have the listener carry out a 
certain action, so that it works as an expression method which fulﬁlls the fact of ‘say something to 
place the burden on the listener’ which is the origin of expression of consideration. In contrast, the 
emphasis method is rather dependent on the context. It is used as a verbal behavior for some kind of 
evaluation/ Moreover, it works as an expression of consideration.
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のように一語、一語句などの一要素のみを取り上げて用いる形式で、ぼかし用法（砂川 2000；






















































































































































































































































































































































































Brown, P. and Levinson, S. 1987 Politeness: Some universals in Language Usage, Cambridge, Cambridge University 
Press.
Leech, G. 1983 Principles of Pragmatics, Longman.（池上嘉彦・河上誓作訳 1987『語用論』紀伊國屋書店。）
コーパス
宇佐美まゆみ監修 2011「BTSJによる日本語話し言葉コーパス（トランスクリプト・音声）2011年版」
